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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The finality of the previous Office Action has been withdrawn in view of new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,2, 3, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 17, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Srikantan et al (US 2002/0,01 0,91 7 A1 ), in view of Parry et 
al (US 2005/0,283,547 A1 ) and further in view of Ryan (US 6,470,31 9 B1 ). 

For claim 1 , Srikantan et al teach a method for recording media, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

• receiving at least one media stream (e.g. paragraph [0026], server 
receives a media stream from another server); 

• storing at least a portion of said media stream in at least one personal 
video recording ("PVR") media server (e.g. figure 1, media streaming 
server 102 stores a media stream from either media streaming server 
130 or pre-recorded media 104); 
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• coupling a plurality of clients, capable of displaying said media stream, 
to said PVR media server (e.g. figure 1 , client 1 1 0 and client 1 1 2 both 
have display shown in figure 1 ); 

• generating a first buffer position to identify a location within said media 
stream for playback of said media stream at a first client; and 
generating a second buffer position to identify a location within said 
media stream for playback of said media stream at a second client, 
said second buffer position being independent from said first buffer 
position (e.g. paragraph [0054], TrackHandles are considered to be 
buffers, wherein the TrackHandles maintains clients' current playback 
position in a media track of a media stream. Also see figures 2 and 3 
and paragraph [0042]-[0045]). 

However, Srikantan et al fail to teach the storing comprising buffering the media 
stream and maintaining a write position for the buffering; receiving from a first user at 
the first client to select a buffer position of another client; receiving input from the first 
user to select the second buffer position; and transferring the media stream to the first 
client, so as to deliver the media stream by using the selected second buffer position of 
the second client; displaying, at the first client, a list of clients that maintain a buffer 
position for the media stream; 

Parry et al teach the storing comprising buffering the media stream (e.g. para. 
55) and maintaining a write position for the buffering (e.g. para. 59); receiving from a 
first user at the first client to select a buffer position of another client; receiving input 



Application/Control Number: 10/613,401 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

from the first user to select the second buffer position; and transferring the media 
stream to the first client, so as to deliver the media stream by using the selected second 
buffer position of the second client (e.g. figure 20 and para. 94 and 130, each reader 
modules 614-620 can seek to any point in buffer 124); 

It would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Parry et al into the teaching of 
Srikantan et al to deliver videos to plurality of user using a single buffer without 
substantial incremental cost. 

Srikantan et al and Parry et al fail to teach displaying, at the first client, a list of 
clients that maintain a buffer position for the media stream; Ryan teaches displaying, at 
the first client, a list of clients that maintain a buffer position for the media stream (e.g. 
column 6, lines 57-67). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Ryan into the teaching of 
Srikantan et al and Parry et al to efficiently display the searching result. 

Claims 9 and 19 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 
above since Parry et al teach in para. 94 that the user can pause the media stream and 
halt the buffer. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 above. 

Claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 above with 
further limitation of a media controller (e.g. figure 1 , media streaming server must have 
a controller such as a CPU). 
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For claims 2 and 12, Srikantan et al teach steps of transferring said media 
stream to a first client, so as to deliver said media stream using said first buffer position; 
and transferring said media stream to a second client, so as to deliver said media 
stream using said second buffer position (e.g. paragraph [0054], TrackHandles include 
buffers for sending media packets). 

For claims 3 and 13, Srikantan et al teach the step of generating more than two 
independent buffer positions to identify locations within said media stream for more than 
two clients (e.g. paragraph [0054], TrackHandles include buffers for sending media 
packets). 

For claims 7 and 17, Srikantan et al teach the step of storing at least a portion of 
said media stream comprises the step of buffering said media stream for an amount of 
time when receiving said media stream (e.g. paragraph [0054], TrackHandles include 
buffers for sending media packets. When the data is buffered, it must take time to real 
data out from the buffer). 

3. Claims 4,5, 6, 14, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Srikantan et al (US 2002/0,01 0,91 7 A1 ) Parry et al (US 
2005/0,283,547 A1 ) and Ryan (US 6,470,31 9 B1 ), as applied to claims 1 ,2, 3, 7, 9, 1 1 , 
12, 13, 17,19 and 21 above, and further in view of Clarin et al (US 6,414,725 B1). 

See the teaching of Srikantan et al and Hooper et al above. 

For claims 4 and 14, Srikantan et al fail to teach receiving at least one television 
signal. Clarin et al teach receiving at least one television signal (e.g. column 3, lines 37- 
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58, video server 2 receives NTSC television signals and network server receives NTSC 
television signals through MPEG encoder 5, column 4, lines 10-24). It would have been 
obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
the teaching of Clarin et al into the teaching of Srikantan et al, Parry et al and Ryan to 
eliminate the time necessary for the user to wait for the tv broadcast programs. 

For claims 5 and 15, Clarin et al teach receiving at least one television signal 
comprises the step of receiving a plurality of television signals in a single PVR-media 
server (e.g. column 3, lines 37-58, video server 2 receives NTSC television signals and 
network server receives NTSC television signals through MPEG encoder 5, column 4, 
lines 10-24). 

For claims 6 and 1 6, Clarin et al teach receiving a plurality of television signals 
comprises the step of receiving at least one television signal in each of a plurality of 
PVR-media servers. 

4. Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Srikantan et al (US 2002/0,01 0,91 7 A1 ) Parry et al (US 2005/0,283, 547 A1 ) and 
Ryan (US 6,470,31 9 B1 ) as applied to claims 1 ,2, 3, 7, 1 1 , 1 2, 1 3, 1 7 and 21 above, 
and further in view of Kaminski et al (US 6,744, 967 B2). 

See the teaching of Srikantan et al, Parry et al and Ryan above. 

For claims 10 and 20, Srikantan et al, Parry et al and Ryan fail to teach 
generating a write buffer position to identify a location within said media stream for 
recordation of said media stream; and maintaining a relative position between said first 
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or second buffer position and said write buffer position, so as to set boundary 
conditions. Kaminski et al teach generating a write buffer position to identify a location 
within said media stream for recordation of said media stream; and maintaining a 
relative position between said first or second buffer position and said write buffer 
position, so as to set boundary conditions (e.g. figure 6, column 22, lines 51-65, portion 
630 and portion 634 show the boundary condition). It would have been obvious for one 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of 
Kaminski et al into the teaching of Srikantan et al, Parry et al and Ryan to enhance the 
buffering mechanisms for personal video recording system (e.g. Kaminski et al, column 
1, lines 41-59). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daquan Zhao whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1119. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 -5, alt Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai Q, can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Daquan Zhao 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



